iIscovery Club Times
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See the newsletter in color at: www.haverhilldiscoveryclub.com

October Field Trips

Elementary Schools

Golden Hill, Pentucket Lake, Silver Hill HMCS, and Tilton programs visited Cider Hill Farm in
Amesbury in October. Approximately 350 children (on four separate days) visited Cider
Hill for an afternoon of apple picking, maze fun, a wagon ride, petting goats, feeding
chickens, and eating Cider donuts! Students and teachers also learned about the new
‘crops’ at Cider Hill - wind & solar — which help to generate power for needs at the farm.
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Apple Picking Hay Maze Challenge Meeting Barnyard Animals

Middle Schools

Consentino, Nettle, and Whittier middle school programs visited Kimball Farm in the
Rocks Village section of Haverhill. All 3 middle schools visited on the same day and
enjoyed beautiful sunshine, the corn maze, a wagon ride through scenic Rocks Village,
meeting barnyard animals, and playing some old-fashioned farm games. The maze was
much larger this year and provided a real challenge for many of our students and
teachers!
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Maze Masters! “Hello, Cow.” Rolling an 800 pound
bale of hay!
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What is happening at your child’s school?

Elementary Schools

Golden Hill - The theme for Session | at Golden Hill is, Making Good Choices. Students
are learning what it means to make a good choice in all areas of the program.
Students working with Mr. Rosso are practicing skits which they hope to record and
show to their peers.

Pentucket Lake — Children at Pentucket Lake are globe trekking with a thematic unit
enfitled Passport to the World! They get their passport stamped as they enter each
country to learn about customs, games, geography, and food.

Tilton — Enfrepreneurial fever has hit Tilton with Kids Biz! Students are learning about
what it is like to manage a business by selling water at school. They are also learning
about The Clean River Project and water in our community by taking field trips to the
Merrimack River and to Haverhill's water treatment plant.

Silver Hill HMCS — At Silver Hill first and second grade students are learning about pets
with Have a Heart animal hospital. Third graders are having math enrichment with
Mrs. Britton while fourth grade students are learning about The Science of Color and
Light with hands-on experiments. Grade five students are preparing for a late winter
dinner theatre production of The Wizard of Oz!

An Update on Merry Mac the Rollicking River Monster

Merry Mac, along with the 13 other large shoes that were displayed around
Haverhill, during the summer, was auctioned off at a gala event held at the Bradford
Country Club on Saturday, October 23, 2009. Merry was bought by a family who lives
in the Berkshire Mountains in western Massachusetts and will spend his days
delighting visitors to their property. Merry Mac was painted by 5" grade students of
Discovery Club at Silver Hill HMCS and local artist, Elizabeth Persing during the spring
of 2009. A portion of the money earned at the auction will benefit art projects in
Discovery Club programs throughout the city.
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Middle Schools

Nettle - Adventure Programming*, Archaeology, Bridging the Gap, Cooking, Green Team, Sewing,
The Amazing Race, and World Drums are engaging the minds and hands of 60 students a day at
Nettle's Discovery Club program. During adventure programming students learn feam building
exercises and also do some adventurous wall climbing and other element challenges from the
expanded (Discovery Club installed 3 new elements over the summer) Adventure Programming
course at Nettle. Sewing, new this year, is a class designed to teach basic sewing and clothing
repair techniques to students. All students will leave with an understanding of how to make basic
repairs on their own clothing and with a backpack, neck warmer, and possibly some mittens, sewn
on a machine. Green Team students are learning about the environment and what they can do

to make the world a better place.
*Adventure Programming is offered through our partnership with the YMCA of Havernhill.
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Two students help one another to climb the Giant’s Ladder element during Adventure
Programming on a recent afternoon.

Whittier — The Amazing Race, Cooking, Crocheting, Ancient Civilizations, Rocketry, and Sports and
Games keep 60 students a day from being bored at Whittier's program. The Amazing Race is a
fun-packed hour, twice a week, of physical and mental challenges designed to get the heart rate
elevated and brain neurons making quick connections! Students in rocketry class recently had
their first launch and look forward to the next one, while students in crochet class are learning
basic stitches and have already begun amassing a colorful collection of squares to be sewn into a
blanket for a community service project!

Consentino - Cooking, Super Science, Jewelry Making, Team Sports, Ancient Civilizations,
Horticulture, and You Can Build It are being offered during the first session at the Consentino
program. Each afternoon 80 students in the program are engaged in any one of the enrichment
activities on offer. On a recent afternoon students in jewelry making class were learning color
selection for a beading project, while in cooking, students were making two different easy supper
dishes. Young people enrolled in cooking class have reported that they offer more help with food
preparation at home in the evenings and on weekends!

Jewelry Making Super Science
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Keep Us Connected!!

In this modern age many parents are opting to use cell phones as their primary phone and do
not have traditional land-line phones.

If you change your cell-phone number please call the Discovery Club office staff and let them
know right away! If for any reason you are without a personal phone number please make sure
we have at least 2 or 3 reliable people with current phone numbers on our emergency phone
number list.

It only takes a minute or two to let us know your most recent phone number and we must have
this information in the event of an emergency that involves your child.

NOTE: Any time you have a change in address, phone number, or other important information
concerning your child; please call the Discovery Club Office with these changes as well as your
child’s school office. The school day staff is not on duty during Discovery Club hours and it is
important that we have the most up-to-date information for every child in our program

STUDENT DISMISSAL

Students should remain in the program until 4:50 p.m. (for Consentino, Nettle, and Whittier) and
5:20 p.m. (for Golden Hill, Pentucket Lake, Silver Hill, and Tilton) Monday—Thursday.

Students who are picked up early may miss out on homework assistance or the fun and
engaging enrichment activities offered at their school each afternoon. Students who are
picked up early on a consistent basis may be asked to leave the program as we have strict
attendance hours, per student, that we must meet to satisfy our 21st Century Community
Learning Centers Grant. It is this grant that enables all Discovery Clubs to operate in our district.

TRANSPORTATION

All families have received a Student Handbook with the policies and procedures of the
Discovery Club program. Please be aware that riding the bus home is a privilege and the
service is provided as a convenience to families. However, if your child has disruptive behavior
on the bus we may require you to pick up your child at the school or remove your child from
the program if suitable alternative arrangements can’t be made. If you have not received a
Student Handbook, please ask the site coordinator at your child’s school for a copy.

Discovery Club Contact Information
978.469.8772

www. haverhilldiscoveryclub.com
Director

Ms. Tina Fuller
tfuller@haverhill-ps.org

Assistant Director
Mrs. Karen Ehresman
kehresman@haverhill-ps.org

Data Specialist
Mrs. Laura Alvino
lalvino@haverhill-ps.org

Discovery Club is funded by The Mass.
Dept. of Elementary and Secondary
Education through a 21st Century
Community Learning Centers Grant

Our 2009-2010 Partners

Haverhill Recreation Department
Haverhill Historical Society
Girl Scouts of America
Curves of Bradford
Haverhill YMCA
Team Haverhill
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