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This year Discovery Club is operating at five schools in Haverhill. Each afternoon 414 
students across the city are engaged, on-task, and having fun! Many parents know that 
students receive homework support by a highly-qualified staff and a nutritious snack 
each day. What they might not know is that once the snack is cleared up and the 
homework is checked and put into backpacks the best part of the afternoon begins. 
Read on to see what your child and others in the city are doing after-school in 
Haverhill’s 21st Century Community Learning Center programs.  

Pentucket Lake : All students are immersed in learning about birds. Students made 
four versions of birds that are indigenous to the Northeastern United States in the style 
of Eric Carle’s art.  Students were exposed to the artwork of author/illustrator Carle and 
learned that at a very young age Eric and his family moved to Germany and at the age 
of about six years old, Eric developed his love of art.  

Birds have also been explored through the Science standards. Students have done 
experiments to learn about how birds take flight and how their bones compare to human 
bones. Are you wondering about the answers to these questions? Ask your child to help 
you understand. 

During art class students made 3-D life-like bird sculptures and also enjoyed a visit from 
the Windows on Wildlife program. The students were captivated when Hattie and 
Ranger (A Snowy Owl and a Falcon) came out of their crates to visit! 

This interesting and cross-curriculum unit will end when we break for the winter school 
vacation.  
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Silver Hill Horace Mann Charter School :  
Group 1  is working with Mrs. Wezesa and Mrs. Murphy on a Native American Stories 
unit. The children and teachers explore a book based on Native American culture and 
then dig deeper with activities and projects based on the current story. The culminating 
activity for this program was a trip to the Haverhill Historical Society’s Buttonwoods 
Museum where the museum education director supported the student’s learning with 
artifacts, stories, and local lore based on the museum’s Native American collection.  

Group 2  is working with Ms. Bouchard on a friendship unit using the classic story, 
Charlotte’s Web. The students discussed Fern and Wilbur's friendship and brainstormed 
ideas about what they enjoy doing with friends and then on large butcher paper, 
students took turns tracing one another. After the outline was complete, they drew their 
best friend's features and wrote comments about what they liked about and/or liked to 
do with their friend. This unit will be finished at the close of the program on Thursday, 
December 22nd.�
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Group 3  is focusing on math enrichment and practice skills, and on alternate days they 
are in the gym with Mr. Perez and Mr. Hart practicing physical skills!  
 
Group 4  has been traveling through the 50 states to create a scrapbook about each 
state. As a culminating activity students will create a power point presentation on each 
state which will be bound into a book. Part two of this activity will take place during 
session III (March-June). At this time fourth and fifth grade Discovery Club participants 
will create a LARGE SCALE United States map painted outside on the playground 
pavement!   
 
Consentino: Students attending Consentino’s program are enjoying a wide variety of 
activities during Session I. The ever-popular Adventure Programming has students 
being transported to the Nettle School gym twice a week for some high rope and wall-
climbing activities. This special program is held in conjunction with our partner, the 
YMCA.  
 
During TV Production students helped to write and film a brief video about how 
homework hour helps them to be prepared for class on the following school day. This 
very informative short film was shared, at a regional meeting, with after-school 
coordinators in the Merrimack Valley and was well-received.  
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The Horticulture class was busy with a fundraising activity the past few weeks. They 
decided upon a theme and decorated a holiday tree to raffle off to a lucky winner! The 
theme was, “We Grow Snowmen!” Money from the sale of tickets will be donated to The 
Emmaus House. 
 
Also offered this session were, Team Sports, Cooking, Crocheting, Baseball, Robotics, 
and Math enrichment. Students will continue in their chosen activity until winter break. 
When school resumes in January, students will have the opportunity to join a new 
enrichment activity. 
 
Nettle:  At Nettle cooking is a top-choice for many students and this year some of the 
menu items the chefs prepared are, cooked egg and cheese sandwiches, yummy 
desserts, and they even prepared and ate artichokes!  
 
One group of students leaves campus every Tuesday and Thursday and heads down to 
the Haverhill Historical Society to participate in an archaeological dig. Artifacts are found 
and classified and put on display. Another group, Orienteering, is finding items too. 
However, they are not learning about history through digging they are finding a secret 
treasure using compasses and teamwork! 

 
Students signed up for sewing have been busy learning basic 
hand-sewing techniques and some of them worked on ornaments 
for a holiday tree which was raffled off to raise money for The 
Emmaus House. 
 
Other popular activities at Nettle are REC (games and skill 
building activities in the gym), Art, Crocheting, and Math Support 
(through homework help and enrichment). 
 

 
Whittier:  This year, at Whittier, there are some ‘old favorite’ activities and some new 
challenges to choose from. Returning favorites are Cooking, Sports and Games, 
Civilizations, and Jewelry Making. 
 
The Jewelry Making students are learning basic techniques and some are reporting that 
they are making gifts for friends and family. Many students took a break from working 
on personal items to make and contribute earrings which decorated a small table-top 
tree. Proceeds from the raffle will be donated to The Emmaus House in Haverhill.  
 
New this year is a Theater class. Students in Whittier’s Discovery Club along with 
interested students from Consentino and Nettle’s program have been learning acting 
techniques and improvisational skills. This course was late getting started and has had 
to endure a snow day cancellation and a professional development day, but has a 
strong following and will continue in Session II with a focus on a musical production.  
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Dedicated Theater students woke early on a recent Saturday morning to board a school 
bus into Cambridge to see a live performance of the fairy tale The Snow Queen at The 
American Repertory Theater. The production used a mix of songs, drama, puppetry, 
and audience participation to keep everyone engaged in Gerta’s journey to find her 
friend Kai who was taken prisoner by the evil Snow Queen.  

 

 
Students enjoyed meeting the actors and getting autographs after the show! 

 
 
 
 

Discovery Club 
 Inclement Weather Cancellation Policy 

 
If school is cancelled there will be no A.M. or P.M. Discovery Club. If there is a delayed opening due to 
bad weather, there will be no A.M. Discovery Club. 
 
If a storm is late getting started and it seems that there will be dangerous driving conditions around 5 – 6 
p.m., there is the possibility that Discovery Club will be cancelled.  
 
The Program Director, Tina Fuller, Transportation Supervisor, and Superintendent of schools make the decision 
jointly if weather conditions appear to be deteriorating. A decision is usually reached around 12 noon.  
 
If the decision is made to cancel the program, the Discovery Club staff will follow the instructions that 
parents/guardians indicated on their child’s application to the program. All parents/guardians will receive an Alert Now 
message. In addition, parents who indicated on their application that they require a personal phone call will receive 
that call.  
 
If your phone number or email has changed recently PLEASE NOTIFY THE DISCOVERY CLUB OFFICE SO WE 
MAY UPDATE OUR RECORDS! (office phone: 978.469.8772) 
 
Please pay attention to changing weather during the upcoming snow season and be prepared to put your alternate 
childcare plans in place.  
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